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OHIO REHABILITATION SERVICES COMMISSION FAST FACTS ON POSTSECONDARY TRAINING

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The following policies affect persons who are attending or who plan to attend a postsecondary institution with financial assistance through the Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission (ORSC).  

Since the 2005-06 academic year, ORSC established policies that specify how it pays for postsecondary training for its consumers (persons who are receiving agency services).  Postsecondary educational training may be provided at universities, colleges, community colleges, career technical centers, technical schools, schools of nursing, rehabilitation facilities, and other appropriate training sites or programs. 

(  ORSC POSTSECONDARY FUNDING IS PROVIDED ON A NEED BASED BASIS

· RSC authorizes payments for the educational expenses of tuition, books, some fees, and some supplies.
· RSC consumers requesting agency financial assistance with postsecondary training are required to submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form each year.  Levels of RSC support may vary from year to year depending on the results from the FAFSA. Additionally, RSC support is not guaranteed from year to year.  
· Consumers must give their BVR/BSVI counselor a copy of the Student Aid Report (SAR) which contains the consumer’s Expected Family Contribution (EFC).  
· Consumers contribute 100% of their EFC towards their educational expenses.
· RSC authorizes payment only after the results of the SAR and the financial aid award letter are known, AND after the EFC and any comparable benefits have been applied.
· RSC is the LAST PAYER for a consumer’s postsecondary services.  RSC will authorize payment for a consumer’s postsecondary educational expenses only after all grant award funds have been applied toward educational expenses, including tuition, books, and specific fees.  
· Unless there is a disability-related or program-related need, RSC will not authorize payment for a consumer’s room and board costs.  
(  ORSC POLICIES MAY AFFECT CONSUMER COLLEGE CHOICE

· RSC follows a Least Cost Alternative principle in paying for consumer postsecondary education services.  
· RSC will pay for postsecondary training at a rate based upon the school offering the least cost of instruction given the consumer’s need in order to meet his/her vocational goals.  For example, a consumer seeking a four-year degree may be able to complete the freshman and sophomore years at a two-year, state-supported institution and then transfer to a four-year college to complete the degree.  If so, RSC will pay for the consumer’s postsecondary services at the rate of the state-supported two-year school, for the first two years, regardless of where the consumer chooses to attend school.
· Consumers may choose to attend the school of their choice but RSC will follow its Least Cost Alternative principles when determining how much it will authorize in payments for postsecondary training.  
· RSC may take disability-related or program-related needs into consideration when applying the Least Cost Alternative principles.  
(  RSC POLICIES MAY AFFECT HOW LONG CONSUMERS HAVE TO COMPLETE A 
     PROGRAM
· Consumers have a maximum of 18 months to complete each academic year of postsecondary training, as defined by the degree’s program.  This includes consumers who request to attend part-time or who need to take a reduced course load due to disability-related reasons.
· Appeals of the 18 Month Rule may be made with the consumer’s counselor.  
(  QUESTIONS CONCERNING RSC’S POSTSECONDARY POLICIES?

· Current RSC consumers should contact their counselor.

· Others seeking information about RSC’s postsecondary training rules may contact Mike Kinney, Rehabilitation Program Specialist for Transition and Postsecondary Educational Training at 614-438-1724 or at Michael.Kinney@rsc.state.oh.us.  
